Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 05016 031842Z 

11 

ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 10-10 

SAM-01 SAJ-01 ACDA-10 /090W 

046822 

R031500Z JUL 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9454 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION NATO 
AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 

UNCLAS ATHENS 5016 

EO 11652 NA 
TAGS PFOR, CY 

SUBJ: DEMIREL INTERVIEW IN PARIS MATCH HIGHLIGHTED BY GREEK PRESS 
REE ANKARA 5162 

1 . THE GREEK PRESS ON JULY 3 PICKED UP THE INTERVIEW BY 
TURKISH PRIME MINISTER DEMIREL IN PARIS MATCH (REFTEL) 

AND GAVE IT PRIMINENT COVERAGE. MORNING TO VIMA (LEBERAL- 
OPPOSITION) GAVE FRONT PAGE COVERAGE TO ITS REPORT OF 
THE INTRVIEW UNDER THE HEADLINE "NEW INDICATION OF IN- 
FLEXIBILITY BY DEMIREL". ITS COVERAGE INCLUDED STATEMENTS 
BY DEMIREL THAT "CYPRUS HAS NEVER BEEN GREEK" AND THAT, 
FURTHERMORE, THERE IS NO "ISSUE" ABOUT MAJORITY OR 
MINORITY GROUPS ON THE ISLNDS SINCE BOTH ARE "EXTENSIONS" 

OF THE TWO MOTHER NATIONS. 

2. TO VIMA ALSO REPORTED DEMIREL'S STATEMENT THAT TURKEY 
COULD HAVE OCCUPEID THE ENTIRE ISLAND OE CYPRUS IN THREE MORE 
DAYS. HOWEVER, HE SAID THE TURKS HAVE NO PLAN TO TAKE ALL THE 
ISLAND. FINALLY, THE ARTICLE REPORTS DEMIREL AS SAYING THAT 
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THAT IN THE AEGEAN THE PRINCIPLES OE INTERNATIONAL LAW CONNOT 
BE APPLIED AND THAT IE GREECE EXTENDS ITS TERRITORIAL WATERS, 

THEN GREEKSOVEREIGNTY WOULD REACH THE TURKISH COAST. 

3. THE AFTERNOON PRESS ALSO FOCUSES ON THE DEMIREL INTERVIEW, 

E.G. "DEMIREL IS PROVOCATIVE" (APOYEVMATINI, PRO-GOVERNMENT); 

"GREEK-TURKISH RELATIONS TENSE: DEMIREL STATES CYPRUS 
WAS NEVER GREEK" (ATHINAIKI, LIBERAL/PAPANDROU SUPPORTER). 
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